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modern European languages, and are in current use at the
present time.

EAKLY EXPLANATIONS.

From classic times, down to the commencement of
this century, it can hardly be said that this branch of
meteorology made any advance. Few, if any, new prog-
nostics had been discovered, and neither their physical
explanation nor their meteorological significance had
been found out. But about eighty years ago, some
physical explanations were given. It was found that the
air always contained a certain quantity of ui^condensed
vapour, and means were invented for measuring this
amount accurately. From this, the nature and conditions
of the formation of dew were discovered, and also that
before many cases of rain the air became more charged
with vapour. This latter fact gave the explanation of
several rain-prognostics. For instance, when walls sweat,
stones grow black, and clouds form on hilltops, rain may
be expected almost all the world over.

But even when these reasons had been discovered, the
science flagged. A large number of rain-prognostics
could not be shown by any means to depend on an increase
of moisture, and, as vapour cannot grow in the air, some
explanation was needed to account for its variable quan-
tity. And even when, in a general way, the prognostic
had been explained, no clue whatever had been found for
what we may call the meteorological significance. What
was the relation of the damp to the rain ? Why did the
prognostic sometimes fail? Why are there many rain-
prognostics associated with a tolerably dry air ? Why is